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Incidence of NETs by Location - Taiwan

Tsai H-J, Wu C-C, Tsai C-R, Lin S-F, Chen L-T, et al. (2013) The Epidemiology of Neuroendocrine Tumors in Taiwan: A Nation-Wide Cancer Registry-Based Study. 

• The age-standardized annual incidence rate of NETs in Taiwan increased from 0.30 per 100,000 in 1996, to 0.55 per 
100,000 in 2000, and to 1.51 per 100,000 in 2008

• The age-standardized incidence rate of NETs increased by 83% from 1996 to 2000 and by 175% from 2000 to 2008. 
• Still underdiagnosed.



NET incidence rate increase 5 times in 
past 12 years in Taiwan

Tsai H-J, Wu C-C, Tsai C-R, Lin S-F, Chen L-T, et al. (2013) The Epidemiology of Neuroendocrine Tumors in Taiwan: A Nation-Wide Cancer Registry-Based Study. 

• Based on Taiwan registry data from 1996 to 2008, NHRI Taiwan has found NET incidence 
rate increase 5 times in past 12 years 



NETS Are the Second 
Most Prevalence Type of GI Malignancy
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Historical Nomeclature of GI-NETs 
Based on  Embryonic Origin

References: 1. Strosberg JR, Nasir A, Hodul P, Kvols L. Gastrointest Cancer Res. 2008;2(3):113-125. 2. Klöppel G, Perren A, Heitz PU. Ann NY Acad Sci. 
2004;1014:13-27.

WHO classification
Well-differentiated 

neuroendocrine 
tumor1,2

Well-differentiated 
neuroendocrine 

carcinoma1,2

Poorly differentiated 
neuroendocrine 

carcinoma2

Biological behavior Low malignancy Low malignancy High malignancy

Metastases – + +

Ki-67 index (%) <2 >2 >0

Infiltration, angioinvasion – + +

Tumor size ≤2 cm
>2 cma

>2 cm
>3 cma Any size

aPancreatic NET.

Prognosis of Patients With NETs

Good Poor





Comparison of the WHO classifications of 
pancreatic NETs



WHO 2010 classification



WHO 2017 classification
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